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T/W
On Writing Teacher Education, The Writing
‘Methods’ Course, and the Evolution of a
Community
Erinn Bentley and Jonathan Bush, Co-Editors
Writing teacher education has come a long way in the past twenty years. An
entire generation of writer-teacher-scholars who care deeply about the development
of new teachers, both K-12 and in college contexts, now have forums to share
scholarship, research, teaching practices, and concepts – not to mention the
opportunities to socialize, both in-person, and more recently via online settings. As
a community, we are now able to collaborate, and grow, evolve, and build teaching
practices that emphasize quality pedagogy for pre-service, new, and experienced
teachers.
This wasn’t always the case. We can thank some important figures and
events for this growth. First and foremost is Richard Gebhardt and his groundbreaking 1977 College Composition and Communication article “Balancing Theory
and Practice in the Training of Writing Teachers” as our genesis as a field.
Gebhardt’s short piece brought forward new topics to the writing teacher world and
carved out the first public academic space for writing teacher education concepts
and discussions. His ‘four knowledges’ of writing teaching still resonate for our
work today and provide useful guidance for teacher educators
Writing teacher education also owes a debt to Robert Tremmel and Bill
Broz and their edited collection Teaching Writing Teachers of High School English
and First-Year Composition (2002). Tremmel and Broz brought together numerous
voices from various aspects of writing teacher education, showing the
commonalities in interests and practices at all levels and providing a framework for
continued discussion. In doing so, they created a means and beginning of the forum
for all our work to find a home.
Perhaps the most important event in the development of our field has been
the development, growth, and maturing of ELATE Commission on Writing
Teacher Education. Gebhardt provided the beginning and Tremmel and Broz gave
us a framework, but this group has given us an actual home: a place to gather each
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year to meet, socialize, collaborate and grow, where projects can be inspired and
begin. Additionally, this group’s advocacy, forums, and ongoing work in their
excellent peer-reviewed blog, Writers Who Care, has given our community new
ways to communicate best practices to broader audiences. And now, writing teacher
educators are finding increased acceptance and opportunities to speak, collaborate
and share at our national conferences: NCTE, CCCC, and other regional venues
provide outlets for our work.
Aided by these forums and scholars and the many additional scholarpractitioners who have advanced work in writing teacher education, our field has
gone through monumental developments. We now share, grow, and practice
together. And we evolve along with our students to help support new and
experienced writing teachers in ever-evolving and complicated teaching contexts.
Our journey has included hundreds of individuals from throughout the writing
teacher education spectrum: from secondary ELA methods contexts to elementary
literacy and writing specialists; including college-level Writing Program
Administrators and National Writing Project directors; and field experience
directors, adjuncts, department chairs, mentor teacher, student teachers, deans,
community writers, and more. It has been a collaborative journey that values and
advances the voices of all our communities.
And, we’re glad to be a small part of this movement. Our grassroots journal
has worked to provide a forum for emerging and growing issues and contexts in
writing teacher education, along with an unapologetic home for writing teacher
educators to talk about their work and know it will be appreciated and understood.
And the heart of our work is the ‘writing methods’ course – known by many names
and contexts: “writing for teachers,” “theory and practice in teaching writing,”
“composition pedagogies” and others. These courses have different names, but they
represent the core of what we do: provide entryways to writing pedagogy theories
and practices in a supportive and collegial setting, and, in doing so, help our
students make the transition from writer to teacher – and to teacher-writer. This
special issue and the opportunity to provide a forum focused on such a complex
and compelling aspect of our community is an exciting one.
Through the years, we’ve been encouraged and inspired by our colleague
and friend Kia Jane Richmond. We are thankful that she agreed to write an
afterward, reflecting on the articles we present, along with her own growth and the
ways the field has affected her views and practices. It’s an honor to have the
opportunity share Kia’s thoughts and reflections. The collection also includes a
collaborative piece by Amber Jensen and Deborah Dean. Together, they reflect on
their journey together through writing teacher education, first as professor and
student, and then as colleagues and collaborators. In doing so, they reflect insights
about their own teaching, our field, and the complexities and the methods courses
we love to teach. Jensen and Dean and their work strikes a chord with both of us
and reminds us of our pride in students who have gone on to great things, both in
secondary teaching and in English teacher education.
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The collection continues with a broad series of deeply inspiring and
engaging pedagogical perspectives that articulate and expand our ideas of the
methods course focusing on a broad variety of issues and ideas from writing teacher
educators in early education through college preparation, and including discussions
that enhance all our teaching with nuance and passion. The issue provides a broad
view of our field now and creates an extraordinary vision of where it is going. We
are grateful to all our authors in this issue. We know that this collection is only the
beginning of our discussions, and we hope that these article not only spur classroom
innovations, but also helps create more opportunities for scholar-teachers to grow,
connect, and share evolving ideas of pedagogy and cation.
The issue highlights many new and growing scholarly voices who are
driving our field into new realms along with some experienced and highlyrecognized scholars whose work we have built on. Many of these same authors are
the ones we see driving forward writing teacher education: taking leadership roles
in ELATE, growing and developing National Writing Project initiatives, and
providing inspiration for upcoming graduate students and classroom teachers to
build their careers not only in teaching writing, but in the growth and development
of others.
In closing, we thank all those who have given us the opportunity to help
grow this field: our writing teacher education colleagues, past, present, and future:
too many to name here (although we invite readers to scroll through our past issues
at https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/wte/). We hope that this special issue inspires
new practices in all our teaching and provides an entryway for others to join into
the community and engage in the joyful work of helping others learn to teach
writing.
References
Tremmel, R., & Broz, W. (2002). Teaching writing teachers of High School
English & first-year composition. Boynton/Cook Publishers.
Gebhardt, R. C. (1977). Balancing theory with practice in the training of writing
teachers. College Composition and Communication, 28(2), 134.
https://doi.org/10.2307/356098

Teaching/Writing: The Journal of Writing Teacher Education
The Writing ‘Methods’ Special Issue
Summer 2022 (11:1)
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/wte/

3

